
This is the account of a man currently staying with friends in Glasgow as he has had no accommodation 

for several years. 

 

‘I came in UK 2002, escaped my country where the Government uses his failure by silencing his own 

people by torture, beatings, treason, and for these 14 years my life has become miserable. 

 

My case was refused 2014 and still working on it am now facing destitution. 

 

Being destitution is a painful and unforgettable situation in a human's life and what happens to you it 

doesn't matter. 

 

These are some few difficulties a human being faces, there is a lot of austerity, and poverty. 

 

Get isolated to deal with life in all situations how matter how difficult it is. 

No place to live, have warm sleeping place, no food,  

You move from place to place wondering who is going to accept you for a help. 

Education is stopped in the middle of your course. 

Causes vulnerability, abuse, exploitation, as the asylum seeker has no choice but accept a dangerous 

situation in order to survive. 

No legal aid to continue with your case to provide new evidence.  

The resilience support of outcome is limited. 

This has caused the friction between solicitors due to lack of funds. 

 

In some other areas hospitals are unable to treat destitute because they don't have identity or address. 

This causes stress, and more vulnerability. 

 

Therefore places like food banks, charities, and other human helping organisations should be funded to 

continue providing services to give a smile to those forgotten so as to try and engage with the 

community. 

 

I am finding sleepless nights, voices in my head day and night, scared to be outside at times as I do not 

know who is right to be a friend to talk, it makes your life to be laughable and recognised as some-one 

who is failing to achieve or proved. Your own kids look at you as failure or not dad anymore because 

you can’t dress them, feed them, years and years passes by, Christmas after Christmas no money to 

make them happy and buy presents while the home office ask to provide but how because you not 

working’. 

 

When I met this man in January at St Rollox church in Sighthill to talk about his situation, he was 

looking exhausted and sweating. He arrived to meet me an hour and a half later than planned. He 

explained that he had walked from Springburn to report at the Home Office in Ibrox, and on reporting 

there he had been told to go and get his medication and bring it back to show to the Home Office 

official. He therefore walked back to Springburn, returned to the Home Office in Ibrox and then walked 

back to Sighthill. There would be no good reason for the official to ask for this- if they have a genuine 

reason for asking about health they must write to the GP with a mandate from the patient- but having 

spoken to others about it since who have had similar experiences there appears to be a culture of 

intimidation and lack of respect with the aim of undermining confidence.     Feb 2017 


